Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have … or – or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 34
Call to Worship

We begin our Worship this PM acknowledging: “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven & earth.” As we do so, Receive God’s Greeting… Grace, Mercy, Peace & Love from God the Father & the Lord Jesus Christ. A
 
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #185
“All Creatures of our God and King” Vs 1,2,5,6
PLEASE REMAIN STANDING as we profess our faith using Heidelberg Catechism 26 & 28 
Forms  pg.21






Please be seated 

 
And now we will read from the Heidelberg Catechism – Lord’s Day #10 #27 (Although focus is on Lord’s Day 9)
Let us continue to worship the Lord as we Sing: #104    “My Soul, Bless the Lord!” (part of our reading)
Scripture Reading:
Psalm 104:10-24
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer.
Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #104    “My Soul, Bless the Lord!” vs.9-12
Sermon Text: Matthew 6:10-34
 
Sermon Title: 
“Truly Heavenly Father”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #191

“How Great Thou Art” 
May the Lord bless you & keep you, May the Lord turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,



May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen


Doxology: 
#523  to God be the Glory
Evening Sermon: “LD9: A Truly ‘Heavenly’ Father”




Heidelberg #10
Text: Matthew 6:19-34 (skip down to 7:7-12)

Reading: Psalm 104:5-24 (leave a bookmark there)

 
INTRODUCTION: Children, Is your Dad perfect? I mean, do you think that your Father is the best ever?! 

[If any children nod yes, or raise their hand say:] Brothers, a few of you have your children well-fooled. ( 
NOW: we ALL know that None of us (nor our fathers) were, are or will be perfect. We aim for perfection, and a few of you will probably be VERY good – but as our wives and our older children will admit – we fail and make mistakes. There are many words which our children will one day use to describe us, Fathers… but they will most likely not be using words such as “perfect”, “flawless” or “heavenly” … 
And yet, when you look at the first person of the Trinity: God the Father, what do you see? … a Father who is “perfect” “flawless” and “Heavenly” ((both in the sense of dwelling in Heaven and in being superbly Kind and Gracious!)). In Matthew 6 and 7 we have several passages that speak to our relationship to our Heavenly Father, this evening I would like you to walk away with one primary lesson: the gracious character of God the Father affects how you live your life!
WHO HE IS, RULES WHAT YOU DO  (long and short version of the sermon theme… REPEAT)
We will begin and end with you, but our focus will be on God the Father. We will divide our study into 3 points:
I. A Couple of Commands

II. A Couple of Facts
III. A Completely Changed Life
In our text we see (our first point):

I. A Couple of Commands (REPEAT)
Both of these commands have a negative and a positive element: For instance, in verses 19-24 we have the
a. Neg: Don’t store up Treasure on Earth, instead Pos: Store up Treasure in Heaven (REPEAT)
One Pastor I heard pointed out something really neat here: On every level through this text, Jesus heaps reason upon reason for why you should obey His command. I love this, NO WHERE are you commanded to just do it… 

No Where do we get that typical parental response to a child’s “Why?” BECAUSE I told you so… 




NOW… It WOULD be completely legitimate for Jesus to have done just that (as it is for parents…) - instead we find Him giving us many reasons “why”: 
He supports the negative aspect of His command by explaining the temporary nature of earthly treasures. Earthly treasures can be destroyed: (Read 19) Jesus was addressing the wealth that His audience might have had:

For instance, a wealthy person might have had multiple changes of clothes – while a poor person would really only have one outfit which was worn every day. Without moth balls or modern housing, all those wonderful clothes could be ruined by moths or mildew/decay! And a great deal of wealth wasted!! 
The word translated as rust is literally eating… it is most likely a reference to things that eat or destroy things …(which is why it is translated as rust). But it could just as easily refer to rats or mold (perhaps even fire). You could store iron weapons, only to find them later destroyed with rust! Or you could store some grain, only to come back and find a well-fed family of Rats sitting on the last moldy crumbs! 








Finally: Every other method of hoarding wealth (gold, silver, and precious stones) could be stolen by thieves! Now, Jesus is NOT saying that you should never buy or store clothes, food, or valuables… rather, He is saying Don’t let your LIFE Focus be on Earthly Treasures and Possessions because Earthly treasures can be destroyed.
 HOWEVER, Heavenly Treasure can’t be destroyed by any method or means! Not by moths, rust, rats or thieves! Jesus gives a couple of reasons to support WHY you should put treasure in heaven: the first is because where your treasure is, there your heart will be also! (All you disciples of Christ should know where your heart should be!) 


The second and third reasons regarding the eye and master we will deal with a little bit later…


What is important is that the first command is don’t store Treasure on Earth, instead Store Treasure in Heaven.
The Second command given here in verses 25 to 32 is also given in a negative/positive way – although it is not as clearly stated as the first command:
(Negative/Positive)




verse 33
           (REPEAT)
b. Don’t worry about seeking Earthly needs (life, food, clothes), instead Worry about seeking God
AGAIN, Jesus tells you “Why” – giving 5 reasons/arguments:  



1. Argument based on higher priorities… (2nd part of vs.25) His argument is this: If life is more important than food; then Spiritual Life (seeking God) is more important than Physical life (seeking food, clothes etc). 
2. Argument from lesser (birds) to the greater (God’s children) (vs.26)  Now, Birds are very diligent in seeking food (they’re not lazy). We even say: “the early bird gets the worm” to encourage diligence… And yet Jesus’ point is this: sure they care about getting food each day – but their food is provided by God, and YOU (the disciples of Jesus) are worth far more!!
3. Argument from the benefit of worrying about such things – useless! (vs.27) This is great, it is almost like Jesus is mocking us… HE says, “Regardless of what other reasons I give you – worrying doesn’t actually do anything.” None of you can say, “Oh, last week, I was so worried about a needing a new car that suddenly a BMW appeared out of thin air – just from worrying!”  In a way I wish it were that easy( BUT in REALITY… worrying is HARDER than the faith/trust God requires! IT is harder on your body, your mind, your family and your witness… So if you don’t quit it for any other reason – quit worrying because it is pointless & painful!  
4. God’s extravagance in clothing the flowers of the field – They beat Solomon every time! (vs.28-30) The flowers of the field that we call weeds have more delicate and extravagant color and texture and variety than Solomon in all His splendor – and they were just kindling for the fire… or in our day, fodder for the compost heap!  If God makes throw away things so beautiful – He certainly can supply your needs! 
5. The idolatry of such worry! The Pagans do it… (vs.31-32) The Gentiles/Pagans do it – think about that … What is Jesus implying?! Worrying about physical things is what the godless do! There are two types of idolatry related to this kind of worry: the Wealthy man worries about and focuses on His wealth and pleasure – ignoring God, and the Poor man worries and is anxious over his needs and desires – ignoring God! The pagans, the idolaters of the world do this… Jesus is implying that Worry is Idolatry!
WHY SHOULD YOU STOP WORRYING? Beyond all the reasons Jesus just gave us: Jesus Points you again to your Heavenly Father! Jesus gave us a couple of commands based on a couple of facts about our Heavenly Father…
And that brings us to our Second point:

II. A Couple of Facts (REPEAT) about our Heavenly Father
a. Your Father is the Creator and Sustainer of all Creation (vs26 & 30) sustains the birds, created flowers
We saw a list of God’s attributes as Creator and Sustainer in Psalm 104: 
1. Speaks first of His personal Splendor, then the splendor of the Heavens (sky and stars) which He set up like a tent! (vs2)
2. Vs.5 – 9: He set the earth’s foundations, designed land, sea, limited the waters with boundaries (ie gravity, moon) 
3. Vs.10-18: God provides water to drink for animals and earth, provides grass for cattle, plants for mankind – food for man, even extras like wine and oil and bread that makes us happy (things that taste good). God even provides for the trees and homes for birds, goats and badgers!

4. God provided Sun & Moon and set them in regular pattern to serve as reliable markers/causes for seasons!

5. In case you think predators are beyond God’s power – He even provides them their kills! Verse20-22
6. VERSE 24 SUMMARIZES: How many are your works, O Lord/Jehovah! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. The Sea animals even receive food from His hand!
All of these facts are implied in the references in our text – that God the FATHER is the great Creator and Sustainer… Our catechism summarizes this well, when asking about What we believe about God the Father, it answers: That the Eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created Heaven and Earth and everything in them, who still upholds and rules them by His eternal counsel and providence, THAT GOD/FATHER  is MY GOD and FATHER because of Christ HIS Son…
And that personal relationship with God the Father is the core of the 2nd fact Jesus gives about our Heavenly Father… More specifically we see that:
b. Your Heavenly Father knows your needs!! (read vs32, 2nd half of 30/33)
To see the real significance of this statement, we have to step back and look at how often Jesus has referred to the Father in the previous chapters and what HE is about to say early in chapter 7… He mentions God the Father 3x in chapter 5, 12x in this chapter (6), then twice more in chapter 7. 

Briefly, what does Jesus tell us about our Heavenly Father?
1. Chapter 5, vs. 16: The Praise of God the Father is the reason why you are to be salt and light.
2. Chapter 5, vs. 43ff: God the Father sends rain on the just and unjust, THEN vs.48: Jesus commands all His disciples to be perfect because God the Father is perfect!! 

3. Chapter 6, vs. 1-4: God the Father sees what is done in secret and He rewards obedience done for His glory and not done for selfish gain/praise… You see the same lesson again in verse 6, and again in vs.18 – That is a major principle about God the Father – He sees in secret and rewards obedience done for His glory … 

4. Vs. 8: the same lesson as vs.32 from our text: God the Father knows what you need before you ask!

5. Vs. 14-15: Your relationship with the Father impacts your ability to forgive others…

6. Then jumping over our text to chapter 7 we see in verses 7-11 that God the Father is an infinitely better father than any earthly father… He certainly knows how to give good gifts to his children! 
In context then, when Jesus refers to God the Father He is calling your attention to Who He is… He is calling you to consider your relationship to the Father… the second half of Heidelberg Catechism #26 summarizes this well: It says: I trust Him (God the Father) so much that I do not doubt He will provide whatever I need for body and soul and He will turn to my good whatever adversity He sends me in this sad world… 
HE IS ABLE TO DO THIS BECAUSE HE IS ALMIGHTY GOD; He desires to do this because He is a Faithful Father!

The catechism is explaining how knowing WHO God the Father is affects Who we are and what we do… WHO HE IS, RULES WHAT YOU DO! …to put it simply, the Knowledge of God the Father leads to A Completely Changed Life!!

And that is our Third point, which we see in verses 33,34:

III. A Completely Changed Life (We have seen A Couple of Commands, A Couple of Facts… and they lead to)
Jesus is teaching us that His Disciples must have lives affected by knowing God the Father… that includes:

a. A Singular Focus and a single Master – God the Father (vs.33) (REPEAT)
Jesus says: Forget chasing after all the things the Pagans chase after – forget that idolatry: INSTEAD, SEEK GOD THE FATHER And His Righteousness (that righteousness that is received by faith in Jesus Christ)… JESUS’ MAIN Point is this: All you need to worry about is How to Seek God –  And your Heavenly Father will take care of everything else!
I want to direct your attention back to verses 22-24, we skipped over those because they explain this concept… In verses 22-23, Jesus says… READ 










His point is this… if your eyesight is good or single focused then the effect of good eyesight applies to the whole body. A man in the dark stumbles with His whole body, but a man who can see can walk around obstacles – when your focus is on earthly things it affects all of life in a bad way, but when your focus is on God the Father then your whole life receives the benefit! Jesus is pointing out: Bad focus/sight = Bad results VERSUS 









Good Focus/sight = Good results.

Verse 24 clarifies it this way: You can’t be a slave or a servant of two masters… saying we can’t serve two masters is misleading… because we think of people who have two jobs, and say “that works alright” … but Jesus was talking about being a servant/slave to two masters at same time… Think of it this way: have you ever had two bosses in one workplace? I had that once and hated it, they told me conflicting things… Go left, Go right – I had to choose which one to obey… This is the idea Jesus was trying to convey… You can’t follow two masters at the same time… it doesn’t work!  And so you can’t serve wealth (earthly things) AND God – it is either one or the other.
That is important to note because that idea of only having a singular focus, one master leads us to understand vs.33-34:
b. IF you are Seeking God, then “Hakuna Matata” ( READ vs.34)
Do you remember that silly song from the Lion King – “Hakuna Matata”. It is Swahili for “No Worries” – The Song itself taught a “spit in the wind” “whistle in the dark” sort of positive thinking/ throw-off responsibility philosophy. The Song was terrible… but Here in our text, Jesus is expressly pointing out that there is an appropriate time to say “No Worries” AND THAT IS WHEN You ARE SEEKING YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER FIRST, and His Righteousness through faith in Christ.
You have a life-changing freedom from worry WHEN you ONLY worry about/ or are only concerned about Your relationship with God! Jesus even says, tomorrow will worry/care about itself – in other words – IT ISN’T Your concern. Today is all you need to focus on, it has enough trouble to keep you occupied without wasting time worrying about the unknown – which you can’t fix anyways!!
NOW:
This works because of WHO Your FATHER IS… You can trust God the Father because of those two facts given at the end of the HC#26: “HE IS ABLE TO DO THIS BECAUSE HE IS ALMIGHTY GOD (creator/Sustainer of the universe); He desires to do this because He is a Faithful Father!” (A Father who knows what you need before you ask). This is where your anxiety and idolatry comes to an end… by Looking to/at God as Your Father. 
THIS is where the “How-To” and the “Love-For” combines…
If you struggle with Anxiety and worry – here is the answer: Stop looking at tomorrow, let it worry about itself, Brothers and Sisters, throw away your idols of worry – see them for what they are, blind deaf and dumb – your worries don’t help, they only hurt you and others… INSTEAD…
LOOK AT THE ONE WHO PROVIDES FOR YOU, 










Look to the one who is sustaining you and all creation by the Word of His power, 





Look to the one who created you and who even sent His only Begotten Son to Die on the cross for you … O, Look to the Father, for He is the source of life, and He cares for those who seek Him through faith in Jesus Christ!


Have you put your faith in Christ?! IF Not… Do not delay – do so tonight!




If so… Then REST in Your Heavenly Father’s Perfect Providence and Provision!









AMEN.
